
The threat of automation implies a race between education and technology. In most developing countries, 
educational systems are not providing workers with the skills necessary to compete in today’s job markets. 
The growing mismatch between skills demand and supply holds economic growth back and undermines 
opportunities. At the same time, the returns to education are high in most developing countries, and 
growing skill premiums are evident in much of the world. Automation simultaneously results in deskilling 
and imposes a need for new skills, and is changing what education will need to look like in the future.

The public lecture will address the following questions:

• Who is ready for the coming wave of automation?
• How can we prepare students for a more automated world?
• What can policy makers do now to avoid major disruptions in future?
• What should future research focus on?

The event will be in English. Light refreshments will be served following the discussion. The event will be 
recorded and will be available as a video on the IDEA website.
Register by e-mail idea@cerge-ei.cz or by filling out this form: http://bit.ly/automation_and_education. 
This link is also available at: http://idea.cerge-ei.cz. By registering for this event, you are consenting to 
our collection, retention, protection and use of your name, institutional affiliation, and email address. The 
information shall not be disclosed to or shared with third parties.

The public lecture is organized with the support of the Czech Science Foundation project GA ČR P402/12/G130 and as a part of 
the Czech Academy of Sciences’ AV21 Strategy program.

Follow us on facebook:
www.facebook.com/ideacerge/
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
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World Bank Group
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